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Why  do  we  need  waxed  boxes?  
Water  resistance  and  wet  strength
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Petrowax  interferes  with  fiber  recovery
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Landfilled  petrowax  boxes  generate  GHG’s  from  the  
coa'ngs  and  from  landfilled,  non-‐recyclable  fiber
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P That’s	  roughly	  the	  same	  impact	  as	  removing	  900,000	  passenger	  vehicles	  from	  the	  road	  or	  
shu:ng	  down	  an	  en<re	  coal-‐fired	  power	  plant	  for	  a	  year.	  	  

P The	  Fiber	  Box	  Associa0on	  es0mates	  that	  the	  1.45	  million	  tons	  of	  petrowaxed	  boxes	  are	  
landfilled	  annually	  at	  an	  average	  cost	  or	  0pping	  fee	  of	  $42	  per	  ton	  or	  about	  $63	  million	  (2010).	  

P OCC	  (old	  corrugated	  cardboard)	  is	  currently	  valued	  at	  $110	  –	  130	  per	  ton.	  	  This	  same	  1.45	  
million	  pounds	  of	  boxes,	  if	  recycled,	  would	  generate	  revenue	  of	  approximately	  	  $180	  million.	  



The  solu'on:    wax  alterna'ves
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Wax  alterna'ves
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A  typical  example



Recycling  of  wax  alterna've  boxes
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Elemental  Impact’s  commitment  -‐  
Educa1on  and  implementa1on
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