
Facilities Sustainability Forum

Tuesday, October 24 
8:30 am ς12:00 pm

Student Success Center

Be Informed     Be Involved     Be Inspired

Welcome!



elementalimpact.orgSustainability in ACTION

Georgia Institute of Technology 
Facilities Sustainability Forum 

October 24, 2017
Atlanta, GA

Holly Elmore
Elemental Impact Founder

Elemental Impact



elementalimpact.orgSustainability in ACTION

Sustainability in ACTION

Work with industry leaders to create best operating 
practices where the entire value-chain benefits, including 

corporate bottom lines and the environment.Through 
education and collaboration, establish the best practices as 

standard practices.

Elemental Impact
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A Catalyst

Ei is a creator, an incubator.

Ei determines what could be done that is 

not being done and gets it done.

Ei brings the possible out of impossible.

Ei identifies pioneers and creates heroes.
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GA Tech

Award-winning recycling program:
o American Forest & Paper Association 

2008 University Recycling Award.
o National Recycling Coalition 2008 Best 

Overall Recycling, Outstanding College or 
University Program Award.

NEVER SUCCUMBED TO SINGLE-STREAM 
RECYCLING!!!
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Zero Waste Zones

o [ŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нллф ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

forerunner in the commercial collection

of food waste for compost.

o GA Tech was an early ZWZ Participant!

o Sold program to National Restaurant Association in 
2012. 
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Zero Waste Zones

Zero Waste Zones 

o Perfected back-of-the-house prep food waste 
collection practices.

o Iȅŀǘǘ wŜƎŜƴŎȅ ǉǳƻǘŜΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 9!{¸Σ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
everyone separate kitchen food waste?!!
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Zero Waste Zones

Collaboration is Key for Success
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Ei Platforms

Ei Platforms:
o Product Stewardship

Integrity throughout the entire product life-cycle

o Recycling Refinement 
Moving beyond landfill diversion

o Soil Health
Regenerating the foundation of Life

o Water Use | Toxicity
The Water Footprint: the new sustainability standard
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Recycling Refinement

aƻǾƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ Χ

Recycling Integrity:
Maintaining maximum Material Value With Minimal 
Energy Expended

Contamination: 
an expensive trip to the landfill
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Plastic Film Recycling

Plastic Film Recycling

o Contaminant in single-stream 

recycling.

o Value often exceeds OCC.

If it was easy, it would already be done!
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Plastic Film Recycling

Concord Mills, a Simon Mall

o Sustainable Food Court Initiative

Shopping Mall Pilot

o First mall plastic film recycling 

pilot in nation.

o ACC Plastic Film Recycling Group

Case Study.


