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About CRI

/wLΩǎmission is to make North America a global model for the 
collection andquality recycling of packaging materials. We 
do this by:

ωCreating and maintaining a database on containers and packaging

ωStudying container and packaging reuse and recycling options and 
legislation, including deposit systems, and their environmental and 
economic impacts

ωEducating on recycling options for government, elected officials, for 
citizen groups, the print and broadcast media, publications and 
industry groups

ωCreating national networks



Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜΧΦΦΚ

ωCollect the MOST materials?

ωAt the highest QUALITY levels, so that they 
can be made into products again?

ωAt the LOWEST COST?



Why Recycling is 
Important



Recycling isMore Than Just
Diversion From Disposal

ωUpstream environmental benefit: 10 to 20 times greater than 
downcycledor disposal options.

ωWhen a product is made from recycled material, the use of 
virgin materials is not required. 

ςExtraction, transport and processing of virgin materials is 
avoided

ωThis avoids the upstream energy and associated 
environmental impacts 

ωWeight is not an indication of environmental footprint
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Recycled Content for PET Bottles: 
3%, 10%, 50% and 100%

Container Recycling Institute © 2009



Energy Impacts of Wasting

ÅIn total, about 2.3 

million American 

homes could have 

all their energy 

needs met 

(heating & cooling, 

cooking, utilities, 

etc.) with the 

amount of energy 

required to replace 

the containers 

wasted in 2010.

www.container-recycling.org
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Materials Collection and Processing
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1. Collection

2. MRF

3. Post-MRF Processing

4. Manufacture Into
New Products

PET



Deposit vs. Single Stream Glass 



Paper
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Paper mills that receive materials from
single-stream MRFs have contamination rates that 

average 15 - 18percent.



Paper Mill ςIncoming aŀǘΩƭ(1)
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