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National Restaurant Association

Founded in 1919, the Association represents America’s  

restaurant industry which is:  

▪ Nation’s second largest private sector employer

▪ An industry with 13.5 million employees

▪ Nearly one million locations

▪ Annual sales of more than $683 billion



Recent Trends

NRA surveyed  

nearly 1,300 chefs 

on the top food 

trends for 2015…

Environmental 

sustainability gains 

momentum.



Conserve: A Resource for Everyone

• Free sustainability education for restaurateurs

• Dynamic content: 

– 50+ videos 

– Best practices in water, energy, 

and waste reduction

– “Conserve Conversations” & blogs 

with industry leaders

– “Ask the Expert” Q & A



Restaurant.org/Conserve



Learn Section for Restaurants

• Getting Started

• Conserve Energy 

• Save Water

• Reduce Waste

• + new “Focus on 

Fryers” segment



Subscribe: Bright Ideas Newsletter

Just click “Subscribe”



Industry Research
Is your restaurant currently doing 

any of the following? 

Recycle plastic, cans or glass (% yes): 

• QSR: 33

• FSR: 47

Recycle cardboard or paper: 

• QSR: 66

• FSR: 67

Purchase products made from recycled 
materials:

• QSR: 59

• FSR: 64

Purchase compostable products:

• QSR: 39

• FSR: 41

QSR =  quick-service restaurant
FSR  =  full-service restaurant

Restaurant.org/Conserve   
About: Research+Tools



Coming up…

• FPI collaboration for recycling toolkit 

• Restaurant litter reduction project with FPI and Keeping 
America Beautiful

• Composting and food donation toolkit

• Next Bright Ideas newsletter (Dec. 18)

• 2014 Sustainability report (February 2015)

• Event participation:
– U.S. Composting Council Jan. 20-23 in Austin, TX (Natalie)

– Waste Management ‘15 Executive Sustainability Summit Jan. 27 
in Scottsdale, AZ (Jeff)

– Earth Day Texas April 24-25 in Dallas, TX

– NRA Show May 16-19, 2015 in Chicago, IL



Additional ways to engage: 

• Follow us on social!

– Twitter: @ConserveNow

– Facebook: “Restaurants Conserve” 

www.facebook.com/restaurantsconserve

• Subscribe to our video channel 

www.youtube.com/CafesConserve

• Submit “Ask the Expert” questions

(under Voices: Ask the Experts)

• Share ideas for our “Walking the Talk” blog & 

NRA Show education sessions

• Ask us about sponsorship opportunities

http://www.twitter.com/conservenow
http://www.facebook.com/restaurantsconserve
http://www.youtube.com/CafesConserve
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Conserve Sustainability Advisory Council

Member Organizations



Contact Conserve
Conserve@restaurant.org

Laura Abshire
Director of Sustainability
labshire@restaurant.org

Jeff Clark 
Conserve Program Director

jclark@restaurant.org

Natalie Chadwick
Consultant

nchadwick@restaurant.org

mailto:Conserve@restaurant.org
mailto:labshire@restaurant.org
mailto:jclark@restaurant.org
mailto:nchadwick@restaurant.org

